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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER CHAV AN ON CURRENT RELATIONS 

1 . EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER CHAV AN BRIEFLY DISCUSSED 
INDIA'S RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES, BANGLADESH AND 
SOME OTHER COUNTRIES DURING A PRESS CLUB OF INDIA 
LUNCHEON IN NEW DELHI FEBRUARY 3. ACCORDING TO LOCAL 
PRESS REPORTS HE SAID THE FOLLOWING: 

2. INDO-U.S. RELATIONS - INDIA BELIEVES IN MAKING 
CONTINUING AND CONST AND EFFORTS TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH 
THE U.S. SOMETIMES "THERE ARE SOME STRAINS". THE INDO- 

U.S. S AND T SUBCOMMISSION AND THE JOINT BUSINESS COUNCIL 
WERE MEETING AND SOME POSITIVE RESULTS WERE EXPECTED. 

3. BANGLADESH - "UNFORTUNATELY THERE WAS A TENDENCY ON THE 
PART OF SOME COUNTRIES TO CREATE MISUNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN INDIA AND BANGLADESH." THERE WAS ALSO "SOME 
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IN BANGLADESH. WHEN THERE IS AN INCIDENT ON THE 
BORDER, "SOMEBODY SEES INDIA'S HAND IN IT." INDIA IS 
"SOLELY INTERESTED IN BANGLADESH'S STABILITY" (WHICH 
"IS VERY IMPORTANT TO US”) AND "WE CERTAINLY LIKE TO 
HELP BANGLADESH". THE RECENT MEETING BETWEEN TRADE 
DELEGATIONS HAD LED TO A POSITIVE CONCLUSION TO INCREASE 
AND DIVERSIFY TRADE. 

4. PAKISTAN - INDIA IS MAKING ALL EFFORTS TO IMPROVE 
RELATIONS BUT UNFORTUNATELY " WE ARE NOT GETTING THE 
SAME RESPONSE". THE PAKISTANI RESPONSE IS "HALTING ", 

AND THEIR PROPAGANDA CREATED PROBLEMS, BUT INDIA WILL 
PERSEVERE. 

5. NEPAL - HIS RECENT VISIT TO NEPAL WAS "USEFUL AND 
FRIENDLY". THERE WAS "CERTAINLY A MOVE FORWARD" IN 
IMPROVING RELATIONS. 

6. CHINA - INDIA BELIEVED IN THE NORMALIZATION OF 
RELATIONS "WITH OUR IMPORTANT NEIGHBOR CHINA", INDIA'S 
EFFORTS WOULD CONTINUE, AND "WE WILL OR SHOULD SUCCEED." 

7. NON-ALIGNMENT - THERE IS A TENDENCY ABROAD TO 
TREAT NON-ALIGNMENT AS A FORCE MADE OBSOLETE WITH THE 
CONCLUSION OF THE COLD WAR. THERE WERE ALSO SUGGESTIONS 
THAT THE PRINCIPLES OF NON-ALIGNMENT SHOULD BE "DILUTED." 
BUT IT IS DIFFICULT TO SAY THAT MILITARY PACTS HAD 
BECOME IRRELEVANT BECAUSE "SOME COUNTRIES HAVE STARTED 
SHOWING THEIR TEETH". MOREOVER THERE IS A NEED FOR 
PRESERVING THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES AND CRITERIA ON 
WHICH NON-ALIGNMENT IS BASED. INDIA WILL CONTINUE ITS 
RIGHTFUL PLACE IN THE MOVEMENT AS AN EQUAL AMONG MANY, 
AND BELIEVES THE FORTHCOMING COLOMBO SUMMIT WILL BE 
AN IMPORTANT MILESTONE.SAXBE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 05 FEB 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976NEWDE01775 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760043-0962 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760279/aaaacrkd.tel 

Line Count: 95 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: blochdO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUN 2004 by BrownAM>; APPROVED <06 DEC 2004 by blochd0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FOREIGN MINISTER CHAVAN ON CURRENT RELATIONS 
TAGS: PFOR, IN, XX, (CHAVAN, Y B) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



